


BISJ POLES - Sculptures from the Rainforest
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ifty-aight BiSJ poles were broughl logether for & tem
porary  exhibition at the Amsterdam ethnographic
Tropenmusagm. The chalenge in designing BIGS
Podas: Scuiptures fom the Rainforest was to expose the BISJ
way thal visitors could expenience the mag: of the

polesina
BIS. mlusd, A deeper layer of this projact was to mvestigale the
differant wiews about the meaning of the B ntusl

These wooden sculptures, some mare than 12 meters
high, were miade by the Asmal people from Hapua, Indonesa
The poles are used during BISU ceemonies, centunas-nid
ancestor-worship ruals 1o commemorals the deceasad
Each BIS) pale has its own powers of expressson and sym
bolsm, and every soulpture mimors The word view of 1he
Aemat. The Asmat believe that natural death (s a rare ooour
fenoe; most deaths are really caused by évil powers. Lintl a
person's death is avenasd, the spant of the recently decaasad
= presant among the ing. In portraying an ancaston in & BISJ
pole, that person & honared, the death ks avenged and e
gowt of 1he decaasad is fres to bave the bang,

The chesion of the exhibition brought stores and Images
to Ife in an exciling mterplay of fim. sound and fight. The
Light Hall, the open heart of the museun wsible from al
three floors, was tumned into a magic forast of monumeantal
poles. Images of the Amat people and fragments of the

poles. From diffsrent heighls and angles within the: Light
nid iivestigate these unigue scuiplures

The BIS) poles not only tell the stores and hero
deeds of the ancestors, but they also speak to each other
A 30 -minute theatrical perfiormancs ol documentary Chps
and sound bites, comibned with a light game of colors and
shadows, brought the BISJ poles to life, Since the meaning
of the BISJ rtual can be widely interprated, s specsaly
made film productions showed various perspectives; from
ha parspective of the Asmat peopla, from an antheopolog
ical perspective-ana fom a collection-history perspective
Visitors were soaked in the BIS feast and could expanencs
iha desp intansity of this magic tual, =

Hadl, wisilors

Dy by Kossmann dajong Meathurions

na and @legant procession o space and ignt. 33

1 AEsrresl S e
WRILRGT ol a0

— Al o ke R, KIS cmstive diacioe Windows Pisifomn Core Bnosition Tis

INNOVATION FALL 2008




